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describe, this neglector rather than inspector of books, will
stuff his volume with violets, primroses, roses and four-leaved
clover. Then he will paw it over with hands wet with water
or sweat; then with dusty gloves he will fumble over the
white parchment, and hunt for his page, line by line, with a
forefinger clad in this ancient leather. Then, at the prick of
some biting flea, the sacred volume is cast aside, scarce to be
closed again for another month, when it is so clogged and
swollen with dust that it resists all efforts to close it
But we must specially keep from all touch of our books
those shameless youths who, when they have learned to shape
the letters of the alphabet, straightway become incongruous
annotators of ail the fairest volumes that come in their way,
and either deck with their monstrous alphabets all broader
margins that they can find around the text, or rashly presume
to write with unchastened pen whatsoever frivolous stuff may
happen to run at that moment in their heads..., There are
thieves also, who shamefully mutilate our books, cutting
down the lateral margins, to the very quick of the written
text, as material for their own epistolary correspondence, or
stealing for various evil uses the blank pages which guard the
book's ends; a sort of sacrilege which doth merit to be pro-
hibited under strictest threat of excommunication,
Moreover, scholastic decency imperatively demands that,
whensoever we return to study from our meals, we should
wash our hands before reading; no finger dipped in grease
should either turn the leaves or even open the clasps, before
such ablution* Let no whimpering child be suffered to admire
the pictured capital letters, lest his slimy hand defile the
parchment; for whatsoever the child seeth> that must he also
touch. The unlearned also, for whom a book is the same
whether it be held open upright or topsy-turvy, are utterly
unworthy of any communion with books, Let the clerk see
to it also, that the sooty scullion reeking straight from the
fleshpots lay no unwashen finger on the lily-white page; let
him who ministereth to your precious volumes be one who
- walketh without blemish, A decent cleanliness of hand would
be most profitable both to books and to scholars, if scabs and
pustules were not marks of the clerical character,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